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Our Vision

At Southill Primary, music is an integral and valued part of school life. We believe that music should be fun,
inspiring and inclusive, giving all children the opportunity to express themselves creatively and develop a
lifelong appreciation of music.

Our music curriculum encourages children to be reflective and expressive, building confidence through
singing, performing, composing and listening. Through a wide range of musical experiences, pupils
develop collaboration, resilience and enjoyment, seeing themselves as musicians and understanding the
power of music to connect people and communities.

We are committed to ensuring that every child, regardless of background or ability, has meaningful
opportunities to participate in high-quality music-making and performance as part of their broader
cultural and personal development.

Curriculum Aims

Our music curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils:

Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music from a range of periods, genres, styles and traditions
Learn to sing and use their voices expressively

Create and compose music individually and collaboratively

Use and understand musical language, including notation, as they progress through the school
Develop confidence, resilience and enjoyment through performance

Understand the role of music in society and its power to connect people and communities




Our Intent

The intent of our music curriculum is to deliver a coherent, progressive and inclusive programme that
enables children to develop musical knowledge, skills and understanding over time. Using the Charanga
Model Music Curriculum, pupils experience a carefully sequenced journey through listening, singing,
playing, composing, improvising and performing. The curriculum builds secure foundations in pulse,
rhythm and pitch in Key Stage 1, before introducing increasingly complex musical concepts, notation and
theory in Key Stage 2. Musical learning is cumulative, revisited regularly and applied in meaningful
contexts.

Key themes in our Bright Futures Music Curriculum

Listening and Singing Playing Improvising Composing Performing
appraising instruments

Music is taught weekly from Year 1 to Year 6 using the Charanga Model Music Curriculum. Each year group
follows six units across the year. These units are built around key musical activities:

Listening and appraising
Singing

Playing instruments
Improvising

Composing

Performing

Across these activities, pupils develop understanding of the interrelated dimensions of music: pulse,
rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure and form.




Bright Futures Music Unit Overview

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
EYFS | Sing in a group or on their own, Introduce different percussion Singing, moving, playing
increasingly matching the pitch instruments and learn some instruments and listening.
and following the melody. names.
Learn and perform familiar songs | Introducing pitch and rhythm. Performing as a group.
including our Nativity songs and
Nursery rhymes..
Y1 My Musical Dance, Sing Exploring Learning to Having Fun Let’'s Perform
Heartbeat and Play Sounds Listen with Together
Improvisation
Y2 Pulse, Rhythm | Playing in an Inventing a Recognising Exploring Our Big
and Pitch Orchestra Musical Story | Different Improvisation | Concert
Sounds
Y3 Writing Music | Playing in a Compose More Musical Enjoying Opening Night
Down Band Using Your Styles Improvisation
Imagination
Y4 Musical Exploring Shakespeare Performance Expression The Show
Structures Feelings When and Must Go On
You Play Improvisation
Y5 Melody and Sing and Play | Composing Enjoying Freedom to Battle of the
Harmony in in Different and Chords Musical Styles | Improvise Bands
Music Styles
Y6 Music and Developing Creative Musical Styles | Improvising Farewell Tour
Technology Ensemble Composition Connect Us with
Skills Confidence




Our Implementation

How Do We Teach Music?

Music is taught weekly from Year 1to Year 6 using the Charanga Model Music Curriculum, which provides a
well-sequenced, topic-based approach to musical learning. The scheme ensures clear progression within
each year group and across the school, fully supporting the aims of the National Curriculum for Music.

Lessons are practical, participatory and inclusive, with children actively involved in singing, using body
percussion and movement, listening and responding to music, composing and improvising, and playing
classroom instruments. These approaches enable all pupils to engage meaningfully with music, regardless
of prior experience.

In Key Stage 1, learning is predominantly aural and exploratory, focusing on developing secure foundations
in pulse, rhythm and pitch through singing, movement and simple instrumental work. In Key Stage 2, pupils
build on this foundation by learning to read and write music using staff notation, developing understanding
of rhythm values, time signatures, key signatures and basic harmony.

Children experience a wide range of musical styles, genres and traditions from different times and places.
Music is explored through active listening, performing and composing, enabling pupils to understand both
musical features and cultural context.

Musical learning is enriched through whole-class instrumental lessons as part of our Musicianship
Programme, opportunities to learn instruments with visiting peripatetic staff, participation in School Choir,
and collaborative performances with local schools. These opportunities support pupils in developing
confidence, ensemble skills and a sense of belonging within the wider musical community.

Assessment
Assessment in music is ongoing and formative. Teachers assess pupils through:

Observation of participation and engagement
Listening to performances and compositions
Questioning and discussion using musical vocabulary
Review of recorded or notated work where appropriate

Assessment focuses on pupils’ ability to apply musical knowledge and skills rather than written outcomes.
Teachers use assessment to inform future teaching and ensure appropriate challenge and support.

Inclusion and SEND
Our music curriculum is inclusive and accessible to all pupils. Lessons are practical, multi-sensory and
adaptable. Strategies to support SEND pupils include:

Use of visual aids and modelling

Simplified parts and layered outcomes

Opportunities for repetition and overlearning

Flexible grouping and additional adult support where required

All children are encouraged to participate fully and experience success as musicians.




Progression of Knowledge and Skills

Progression is carefully mapped to ensure that pupils build musical understanding over time.
In Key Stage 1, pupils:

Understand and keep a steady pulse

Explore rhythm, pitch, tempo and dynamics

Sing simple songs with increasing confidence

Play tuned and untuned instruments

Begin to improvise and compose simple musical ideas

In Key Stage 2, pupils:

Use staff notation to read and write music

Understand rhythm values, rests and time signatures
Explore melody, harmony, chords and texture

Compose music with structure and purpose

Perform with increasing accuracy, control and expression
Develop ensemble skills and musical independence

Progression Overview (KS1-KS2 at a Glance)

Key Stage 1 (Years 1-2)

Pupils develop secure foundations in pulse, rhythm and pitch through singing, movement and playing
tuned and untuned instruments. Musical learning is largely aural and practical, with children beginning
to improvise and compose simple musical ideas and perform together with confidence.

Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6)

Pupils build on prior learning by developing increasing control, accuracy and expression. They are
introduced to staff notation, rhythm values, time signatures and key signatures. Children compose with
structure and purpose, explore harmony and texture, and perform in solo and ensemble contexts.




Bright Futures Music Vocabulary

Musical vocabulary is explicitly taught and revisited across units and year groups. Key terminology is
carefully sequenced so that children build a secure and shared musical language. Vocabulary includes
musical elements (pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure), notation terms, and
style-specific language linked to the music studied.

The vocabulary spine below shows how musical vocabulary is deliberately introduced, revisited and built
upon from Year 1to Year 6 and the unit breakdown shows how vocabulary is introduced by year group.

Whole=School Music Vocabulary Spine

Area Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Pulse & pulse, beat rhythm crotchet, quaver, syncopation | triplet
Rhythm minim semiquaver
Pitch & high, low melody scale fonality harmony phrase
Melody
Dynamics & | loud, quiet, dynamics, forte, piano | crescendo, | tempo expressive
Tempo fast, slow tempo diminuendo | changes control
Timbre & sound, timbre texture layers accompani | balance
Texture instrument ment
Structure & song structure bar, barline | verse, chorus | structure form
Form
Notation — — stave, clef time key notation

signature signature accuracy
Performance | sing, perform | audience ensemble expression confidence

& Ensemble




Vocabulary by Unit = Whole School Overview

Year Unit Vocabulary Unit Vocabulary
Y1 My Musical Heartbeat | pulse, beat, steady, fast, Learning to Listen listen, respond, tempo,
slow dynamics
Dance, Sing and Play | rhythm, pitch, high, low, Having Fun with improvise, rhythm, melody
sing, play Improvisation
Exploring Sounds loud, quiet, sound, Let’s Perform Together perform, audience, song
instrument
Y2 Pulse, Rhythm and pulse, rhythm, pitch, Recognising Different timbre, texture, harmony
Pitch melody Sounds
Playing in an orchestra, ensemble, Exploring Improvisation improvise, melody, rhythm
Orchestra instrument
Inventing a Musical dynamics, tempo, Our Big Concert perform, audience,
Story structure composer
Y3 Writing Music Down notation, stave, clef, More Musical Styles style, structure, texture
crotchet, minim
Playing in a Band ensemble, tempo, Enjoying Improvisation improvise, pitch, dynamics
dynamics
Compose Using Your compose, melody, rhythm | Opening Night perform, expression,
Imagination audience
Y4 Musical Structures structure, verse, chorus, Feelings Through Music timbre, texture, mood
repeat
Exploring Feelings dynamics, tempo, Expression and crescendo, diminuendo,
When You Play expression Improvisation improvise
Compose with Your tonality, melody, harmony | The Show Must Go On perform, ensemble,
Friends expression
Y5 Melody and Harmony | melody, harmony, chords | Enjoying Musical Styles texture, timbre, style
in Music
Sing and Play in style, tempo, groove Freedom to Improvise improvise, interval,
Different Styles expression
Composing and chords, accompaniment, Battle of the Bands ensemble, perform,
Chords structure audience
Yé Music and Technology | technology, composition, Musical Styles Connect style, culture, texture

texture

Us

Developing Ensemble
Skills

ensemble, balance,
dynamics

Improvising with
Confidence

phrase, dynamics,
improvise

Creative Composition

chords, harmony,
structure

Farewell Tour

perform, expression,
audience




Enrichment and Wider Opportunities

Music is enriched through performances, assemblies and whole-school events. Pupils have opportunities to
perform for different audiences, developing confidence and pride in their achievements. Where possible,
links are made to visiting musicians, instrumental tuition and community music events.




Sticky Knowledge

Year Unit Sticky Knowledge Unit Sticky Knowledge
R
Y1 My Musical Heartbeat | Music has a steady Learning to Listen Listening carefully
pulse or beat. helps us understand
music.

Dance, Sing and Play | Music is made up of Having Fun with Improvising means
long and short sounds | Improvisation making up music on
and high and low the spot.
sounds.

Exploring Sounds Sounds can be loud or | Let’s Perform Performing music
quiet and made in Together means sharing it with
different ways. an audience.

Y2 Pulse, Rhythm and Pulse, rhythm and Recognising Different | Instruments have

Pitch

pitch work together in
Music.

Sounds

different sounds called
timbre.

Playing in an
Orchestra

An orchestra is a
group of instruments
playing together.

Exploring
Improvisation

Improvisation can use
rhythm and melody.

Inventing a Musical
Story

Music can tell a story
and show feelings.

Our Big Concert

Performances need
preparation and
teamwork.




Sticky Knowledge

Year Unit Sticky Knowledge Unit Sticky Knowledge

Y3 Writing Music Down Music can be written More Musical Styles Music comes in
using notes and different styles from
symbols. different times and

places.
Playing in a Band Musicians must listen Enjoying Improvisation can use
to each other to stay Improvisation different notes and
in time. rhythms.
Compose Using Your | Composers create Opening Night Performances should
Imagination music using ideas and be confident and
images. expressive.

Y4 Musical Structures Music is organised into | Feelings Through Timbre and texture
sections such as verse | Music help create mood.
and chorus.

Exploring Feelings Dynamics and tempo | Expression and Dynamics can change
When You Play can show feelings in Improvisation during improvisation.
MUSIcC.
Compose with Your Melodies often have a | The Show Must Go On | Performances should
Friends home note. be rehearsed and well
presented.

Y5 Melody and Harmony | Harmony supports a Enjoying Musical Texture describes

in Music melody. Styles layers of sound in
music.

Sing and Play in Different styles of Freedom to Improvise | Improvisation can

Different Styles music use different include steps and

features. jumps between notes.

Composing and Chords are made from | Battle of the Bands Performances need

Chords more than one note. confidence and
awareness of the
audience.

Y6 Music and Technology | Music can be created Musical Styles Music reflects culture

and recorded using
technology.

Connect Us

and society.

Developing Ensemble
Skills

Successful ensembles
listen and balance
their sound.

Improvising with
Confidence

Musical phrases help
shape improvisation.

Creative Composition

Chords and structure
help music sound
complete.

Farewell Tour

Performances should
communicate meaning
and emotion.




Our Impact

The impact of the Music curriculum at Southill Primary is that pupils develop a secure and progressively
deeper understanding of music as listeners, performers and composers. Through carefully sequenced
learning, pupils build musical knowledge, vocabulary and skills over time, enabling them to sing, play,
compose and perform with increasing confidence, accuracy and expression.

Pupils demonstrate their learning through active participation in lessons, ensemble work and
performances. They use musical vocabulary appropriately to describe what they hear and create, and
they apply their understanding of musical elements such as pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics, structure and
harmony across a range of musical styles and contexts. By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils can read and
write simple musical notation, compose with structure and purpose, and perform collaboratively with
control and confidence.

The inclusive and participatory nature of the curriculum ensures that all pupils, including those with SEND,
experience success and enjoyment in music. Regular performance opportunities, instrumental learning
and enrichment activities contribute positively to pupils’ confidence, resilience and sense of achievement.

The impact of the curriculum is monitored through lesson observations, pupil voice, performance
outcomes and ongoing subject leader review. As a result, pupils leave Southill Primary with a strong
musical foundation, a broad cultural awareness and a positive relationship with music that supports their
wider personal development and prepares them for future learning.

Data
Legend @ Well below Just below Expected W Above No data
Music -
5% 9570

- Average:




	 
	How Do We Teach Music? 
	Assessment 
	Inclusion and SEND 
	Progression of Knowledge and Skills 
	Progression Overview (KS1–KS2 at a Glance) 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	The impact of the Music curriculum at Southill Primary is that pupils develop a secure and progressively deeper understanding of music as listeners, performers and composers. Through carefully sequenced learning, pupils build musical knowledge, vocabulary and skills over time, enabling them to sing, play, compose and perform with increasing confidence, accuracy and expression. 
	Pupils demonstrate their learning through active participation in lessons, ensemble work and performances. They use musical vocabulary appropriately to describe what they hear and create, and they apply their understanding of musical elements such as pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics, structure and harmony across a range of musical styles and contexts. By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils can read and write simple musical notation, compose with structure and purpose, and perform collaboratively with control and confidence. 
	The inclusive and participatory nature of the curriculum ensures that all pupils, including those with SEND, experience success and enjoyment in music. Regular performance opportunities, instrumental learning and enrichment activities contribute positively to pupils’ confidence, resilience and sense of achievement. 
	The impact of the curriculum is monitored through lesson observations, pupil voice, performance outcomes and ongoing subject leader review. As a result, pupils leave Southill Primary with a strong musical foundation, a broad cultural awareness and a positive relationship with music that supports their wider personal development and prepares them for future learning. 


